
I t ' s  been lovely to welcome so many new chi ldren across the school  this  hal f  term,  wi th
more jo ining us af ter  the break .  A warm welcome to a l l  our  new fami l ies .
Severa l  v is i t ing fami l ies  have commented on just  how fr iendly and welcoming our
chi ldren are .  I t ' s  part icular ly  nice to hear ,  and the chi ldren deserve the credi t  for  making
people feel  a t  home.

I  hope everyone has a  good hal f  term.  Enjoy the sunshine.

Best  wishes ,

Adam Bucker idge ,  Headteacher
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Year 1 Woodland walk
Year 1  enjoyed a wonderful  v is i t  to  the forest  to look
for  s igns of  autumn.  They observed changes in the
leaves and learned to spot  the di f ference between a
deciduous oak t ree ,  which loses i ts  leaves ,  and an
evergreen hol ly  t ree ,  which keeps i ts  leaves a l l  year
round.

Parking Safely
Please remember to park safe ly  and
considerate ly  when dropping of f  and
col lect ing chi ldren.  Be mindful  of
pedestr ians ,  other  road users  and local
res idents .  The safety of  our  chi ldren
must  a lways come f i rs t .  Thank you for
helping to keep everyone safe .
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Year 5 Bikeability
Year 5  recent ly  took part  in  their  B ikeabi l i ty  sess ions ,
developing essent ia l  cyc l ing and road safety ski l ls .  The
chi ldren began by learning how to r ide safe ly  in a  control led
environment ,  pract is ing in the school  p layground before
progressing to the local  roads around East - the Water  to put
their  new ski l ls  into act ion.  I t  was a  fantast ic  exper ience
that  helped bui ld  conf idence and awareness whi le  cyc l ing .  A
big thank you to the wonderful  B ikeabi l i ty  instructors  for
making the sessions both educat ional  and enjoyable!

Recept ion have been looking at
'where I  l ive '  as  part  of  our
topic  this  hal f  term.  We took
part  in  some f ie ldwork around
the school-  spott ing di f ferent
features and recording them on
our sheet .  This  is  because we
belong to our school .  We have
also learnt  about  di f ferent
types of  homes in our local
area ;  such as bungalows ,  f la ts
and houses .  We had lots  of  fun
recreat ing these homes out  of
construct ion blocks and junk
model l ing .  

Reception
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Year 6 Northam Burrows trip
Year 6 enjoyed a fascinat ing WW2
history walk at  Northam Burrows ,
learning about  North Devon ’s
important  ro le in protect ing the
coast l ine dur ing the Second World
War ,  inc luding the use of  radar  to
detect  approaching threats .  The
knowledgeable rangers brought
history to l i fe ,  shar ing ins ights
into the remains of  wart ime
defences that  can st i l l  be seen
today.  A big thank you to the
Nat ional  Landscape Community
Transport  Fund ,  which k indly
covered the fu l l  cost  of  t ravel ,
making this  va luable learning
exper ience possib le .  

Year 4 Woodland biome fieldwork

Last  week year  4  ventured to
the Woodland Cl inic .  The
chi ldren explored the area
and ident i f ied the di f ferent
plant  and animal  species in
the area .  The chi ldren used
the iPad to take photos of  the
di f ferent  animals  and plants
but  a lso used apps to ident i fy
them. Once we had completed
our f ie ld work ,  the chi ldren
added their  informat ion to
their  books .
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Year 4 Egyptian day
On Monday ,  year  4  t ravel led back in t ime to the Ancient  Egypt ians c iv i l isat ion.  The
chi ldren came dressed as Ancient  Egypt ians and took part  in  a  number of  exci t ing
act iv i t ies  inc luding;  ar tefact  handl ing ,  car touche creat ing and a l ive mummif icat ion
performance.
The chi ldren in year  4  d iscussed what  l i fe  was l ike as  an Ancient  Egypt ian when
observing the di f ferent  ar tefacts .  They understood the importance of  re l ig ion and
loved ones when they created their  car touches .  And f ina l ly  became mummif icat ion
experts  when they performed their  mummif icat ion to another  year  group.
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Year 3 performance
poetry
Year 3  have been learning their  new
poem 'The Sound Col lector '  by Roger
McGough.  Each chi ld  has worked
incredibly  hard to remember their
l ines and use SHAPE when performing
to the c lass .  

We are a l l  very exci ted to showcase
this  to adul ts  on Fr iday!  

Starting School in September 
2027 ? 

Is  your child getting ready to start their  
school adventure in September 2027 ?

Applications for primary and junior school places open on 15
November 2026 and close on 15 January 2027.

If  your child is  due to start Reception or move to junior
school ,  please remember to apply before the closing date.

Applications can be made through the Devon County Council
school admissions website.

We look forward to welcoming our new starters in September!
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Year 2 library trip and book
club
Year 2  pupi ls  ventured out  for  their  f i rs t
l ibrary t r ip  of  the year .  They were
enthra l led with the story of  'My Name is
Bear '  and the l ibrar ian praised the
chi ldren 's  excel lent  l is tening.  Af ter ,  pupi ls
were able to choose their  own reading for
pleasure book to keep at  school .  They
enjoyed a snack on Bideford Quay which
helped when walk ing back to school  (up
that  huge hi l l ! )

This  hal f  term,  we have been discussing our
reading preferences and shar ing opinions of
our c lass  books .  Year  2  pupi ls  even brought
in their  own favouri te  books f rom home to
share with their  peers .  
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Pupi ls  in  years  3-6 had an extremely hard choice to make last  week dur ing the annual
school  counci l  e lect ions .  E lectees v is i ted numerous c lasses to share their  ideas and
give reasons why they would make a fantast ic  school  counci l lor  -  and they did this  so
conf ident ly !  Chi ldren then were able to make their  f ina l  vote on e lect ion day in the
of f ic ia l  vot ing booth .  We'd l ike to say a  big thank you to Devon County Counci l  for
lending us their  booth and bal lot  boxes ,  a l lowing us to make this  exper ience as
real is t ic  as  possib le !  

I t  was an except ional ly  c lose vote but  we can conf i rm that  your new school
counci l lors  are Sidney ,  Mi l l ie-Rae ,  Frankie ,  Harry C ,  Freya ,  Amber represent ing year  6
and Rosie ,  Preston ,  Emel ie  and Fraizer  represent ing year  5 .  Huge congratulat ions to
you a l l !  We can ' t  wai t  to  see what  exci t ing pro jects  you get  up to this  year .

SCHOOL COUNCILSCHOOL COUNCIL
ELECTIONSELECTIONS

SCHOOL COUNCIL
ELECTIONS
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Attendance - Let’s keep up the
great work!
Despite a few sickness bugs doing the rounds, our whole-school attendance is
currently 96.2% – just above our 96% target! Thank you to all our families for helping
us achieve this positive start to the year.

We know that children sometimes need time at home to recover from illness, and we
hope everyone who has been poorly is feeling better.

Every day that children are well enough to be in school gives them another
opportunity to learn, build friendships and enjoy being part of their class.
We're doing really well together – let's keep this positive momentum going!

Ugly Bob has shared his
hol iday snaps with the
squad and i t  looks l ike he
had a fabulous t ime.   

Obbie ,  and his  cousin Marvin ,
have a lso v is i ted lots  of  you at  home.   They have
made so many new fr iends and can ’ t  wai t  to  meet
more of  you.

P lease remember to send us your fabulous photos!
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